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w. TOVES

Imagine if someone dabbling in watercolours decided to buy an artist run 

exhibition space that just spent the last seven years in the forefront of some of 

the most recent developments in so-called "contemporary art". And then turned 

it into something creativist and by no means "contemporary", simply because 

they could? 

Would it be a welcome relief, a small utopia of real life unfolding in the midst of 

artlife-as-industry? Or would it just be a bad joke? Would we laugh, knowing that 

deep inside our artist souls we all want to be able to do exactly that, to put our 

artist identities for sale and then go on working nevertheless?

September 7th 2017 TOVES, an artistrun exhibition space and production unit, 

was set for sale at an exhibition opening at the Museum of Contemporary Art in 

Roskilde.The 48 pages long sales prospectus revealing the price and describing 

in debth the matter of the sale was released on the same occasion. It stipulated 

that a future buyer would take over the TOVES brand, all copyrights, collaborative 

works made under the artist moniker TOVES, all inventory, control over social 

media and thus gains the rights to run TOVES at his or her sole discretion. 

The piece was eventually acquired for the collection of the Museum of 

Contemporary Art in Roskilde. 

The Sale is an ongoing work in progress.
























